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Cochrane has always been a values-led organization

1. Collaboration

2. Building on the enthusiasm of individuals

3. Avoiding duplication of effort

4. Minimizing bias

5. Keeping up-to-date

6. Striving for relevance

7. Promoting access

8. Ensuring quality

9. Continuity 

10. Enabling wide participation

Sir Iain Chalmers by Julia Fullerton-Batten. 
National Portrait Gallery, 2006.



343
new or updated 
Cochrane Reviews, and 
250 protocols published 
in 2022

Cochrane Library in 2022

8.4
Impact Factor

83,897
Total citations

181
Countries have access to 
the Cochrane Library

222
So far: New or updated 
Cochrane Reviews, and 
74 protocols in 2023

10.9
5-year Impact Factor

742
Guidelines published in 
2022 have used at least 
one Cochrane Review

44,000
Translation of plain 
language summaries to 
16 different languages

www.cochranelibrary.com



Methods Groups: setting methodological 
standards in evidence synthesis



• GRADE-CERQual
approach

• Regular support the 
WHO in the use of this 
evidence in guideline 
development

Cochrane groups in Norway: 
Significant contribution to methods 
development and implementation



Norway contribution to Cochrane 
over the years





Cochrane’s transformation

• Strengthen our editorial independence and 
protect our reputation.

• Change our review format to meet the changing 
user needs. 

• Improve the volunteer experience for everyone, 
but especially for Cochrane authors. 

• Diversify our revenue streams to keep Cochrane 
strong in an increasingly competitive landscape.

• Continue to be an organisation that impacts
health and social care.



Continue to create impact by delivering evidence 
that…

1. Addresses the world’s most 
pressing health and social care 
issues.

2. Is high-quality but also delivered as 
quickly as possible.

3. Accessible to everyone.



• Create new structures for producing Cochrane 
Reviews.

• Support review development.

• Develop or improve our systems, tools, 
processes and policies.

• Make Cochrane evidence more accessible.

• Improve the Cochrane volunteer experience. 

Future of Evidence Synthesis



Thematic Groups, Evidence Synthesis Units, 
and continuing Cochrane Review Groups all 
play a role in ensuring Cochrane's future.

New structure for producing Cochrane evidence



• Align with the key global challenges identified through 
our Scientific Strategy and help to set priorities within 
specific topic areas.

• Help us to stay connected to our invaluable topic 
experts through the changes ahead.

• Deliver manuscripts to the Central Editorial Service for 
potential publication.

• Not centrally funded.

New structures 



Progress so far…

• Seven Thematic Group are underway.

• Timing and resources required for a second call for 
applications is being considered by the Board.

See Thematic Groups

https://www.cochrane.org/about-us/our-global-community/thematic-groups


• Agile, multi-topic teams that focus on meeting the 
evidence needs of Cochrane’s stakeholders.

• Delivering high-quality and timely synthesised 
evidence relevant to local and regional contexts.

• Not centrally funded 

Call for application to be launched this month!

New structures 



• Create a clear separation between manuscript development 
and evaluation to protect and strengthen editorial 
independence and bring Cochrane in line with standard 
publishing practice.

• Enhance our reputation as a producer of highly trusted 
evidence.

• Ensure that Cochrane authors have a consistent experience.

After March 31, 2024, the Central Editorial Service will manage 
the editorial process for all Cochrane Reviews.

Central Editorial Service



https://sdgs.un.org/goals

Scientific Strategy focusing on evidence
to support the delivery of UN SDGs

Images – Courtesy of UN Sustainable Development Goals 
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